
To all residents of Fullers Slade, Galley Hill and
Stony Stratford Town

Your Annual Town Meeting
will be held on Wednesday, 21st April 2021

Starting at 7.30pm
This meeting will be held remotely - details of how to

access the meeting can be found below:
Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting
Or call in (audio only)
+44 20 3855 5465,,856637306# United Kingdom, London
Phone Conference ID: 856 637 306#
Find a local number | Reset PIN
Learn More | Meeting options

Agenda

1. To present the Annual Community Award 2020
2. To receive apologies for absence
3. To accept minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 10th March 2020 as

a true record
4. To receive the Annual Report of the Chair of Stony Stratford Town Council,

Cllr Robert Gifford
5. Any questions?
6. Presentation on Community Flood Resilience from Cllr Jenny Marklew
7. Questions

Please remember that this is not a meeting of the Town Council. This is your meeting so
please join us and have your say. Ask questions and we will try to answer them.

Convened by Robert Gifford, Chair
Stony Stratford Town Council, April 2021

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODdkMDIzZTItZjc1Zi00MGJjLWJhZmYtM2ZlMDRkMzBmMzQ0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22cea75f85-b49f-4195-b005-c204d62f26f7%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%223bb4aa59-d5ad-460a-834b-02dd5e94bcc2%22%7d
tel:+442038555465,,856637306#
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/097d92c1-875a-46b9-b3fc-386ee69647ea?id=856637306
https://mysettings.lync.com/pstnconferencing
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=3bb4aa59-d5ad-460a-834b-02dd5e94bcc2&tenantId=cea75f85-b49f-4195-b005-c204d62f26f7&threadId=19_meeting_ODdkMDIzZTItZjc1Zi00MGJjLWJhZmYtM2ZlMDRkMzBmMzQ0@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US


Precept Letter

Dear Resident

Setting both the budget and precept is probably the most important decision taken by a town or
parish council. The precept set by a town council is small compared to the level of Council Tax
set by Milton Keynes Council (MKC) or the charge levied by the Police and Crime
Commissioner for the Thames Valley. It is nevertheless important that you hear about the
precept and the thinking behind the figure that has been set. For the year 2021/22, I am pleased
to report that, despite MKC reducing the Council Tax Base (the number of homes the precept is
spread between), the Town Council has agreed not to raise the precept, recognising that the
financial circumstances of many parishioners are precarious and that our level of reserves means
that we can cover any additional expenditure next year without an increase.

The figures for our income and expenditure are set out below.

Code Details Amount
1000 Precept £219,869.00
1005 LCTS Grant £7,069.00
1010 Bank Interest Received £100.00
1011 Dividend Received £0.00
1015 Floral Features £385.00
1025 Landscaping Grant £55,246.00
1030 Grants & Donations Received £0.00
1040 Farmers Market Income £1,275.00
1045 Allotment Rents - Wolverton Rd £3,060.00
1046 Allotment Rents - London Rd £714.00
1047 Allotment Rents - Boundary Cre £918.00
1050 Newsletter Sales £0.00
1060 Sponsorship - Stony in Bloom £300.00
1066 Big Lunch Income £0.00
1067 Apple Day Income £300.00
1069 Town Fayre £0.00
1080 5-7 Church St Income £3,500.00
1090 Miscellaneous Receipts: PWLB Loan

if drawn down for project
£150,000.00

Total expected Income £442,736.00

Code Details Amount
4000 Salaries £70,115.00
4001 Employers NI and Pens etc £23,814.00
4002 PAYE Admin £450.00
4005 Officer Travel and Subsistence £332.00
4015 Copy Licence £510.00



4020 Telephones £506.00
4021 Internet Service £477.00
4025 Room Hire £255.00
4030 Insurance £810.00
4033 Elections Costs (n/a as included in

MKC election 2021)
£0.00

4035 Domain Licence £78.00
4040 Internal audit £295.00
4041 External Audit £816.00
4045 Training £1,500.00
4046 Conferences - Council Run £103.00
4047 Conferences - External £643.00
4050 Publicity £500.00
4055 Office Equipment £0.00
4065 Finance Software £388.00
4067 Computer software & licenses £3,060.00
4070 Stationery & Postage £357.00
4080 Bank Charges £0.00
4100 Memberships £1,632.00
4150 Newsletter/Publishing £7,446.00
4152 Website £122.00
4160 Elected Members Allowances £5,841.00
4170 Civic Budget £30.00
4200 Toilets  Maintenance £18,400.00
4210 Toilets  Reserves £0.00
4250 Dog bins £6,495.00
4251 Litter Bins £714.00
4253 Landscape Contract £55,246.00
4255 Litter Picking £1,632.00
4260 Farmers Market £800.00
4266 Crafting for Change £0.00
4300 Annual Community Award £100.00
4350 5-7 Church St £46,000.00
4351 5-7 Church Street Improvements (if

project goes ahead and PWLB loan
drawn down)

£150,000.00

4401 Junior Youth Club YH £6,936.00
4402 Senior Youth Club £4,488.00
4406 Big Lunch £0.00
4414 NHP Initiatives £0.00
4415 Floral Features £7,000.00
4416 SIB - Sponsorship Costs £31.00
4419 Apple Day £1,500.00
4420 Allotments - Wolverton Rd £1,530.00
4422 Allotments - Boundary Crescent £1,224.00
4425 Capital Borrowing - BC Allots £2,708.00
4428 Play Sessions £6,427.00
4430 Mortimer Park £0.00
4432 Wolverton Rec Play Park Proj £0.00
4450 Grants £7,100.00



4460 Civic Initiatives £4,250.00
4461 Town Fayre £0.00
4550 Public Art Project - Hayes Mew £0.00

Total expected Expenditure £442,661.00

Difference: Addition to General
Reserve

£75.00

The budget for the year and the level of precept for 2021/22 were agreed at the council meeting
held on January 19. The papers for the meeting can be found at

Agenda and Papers Full Council v2 signed FC0121.pdf (stonystratford.gov.uk)

When I wrote to you this time last year about the precept and budget for 2020/21, none of could
have predicted what was about to occur. During the year, all of the Council’s activities have been
affected by coronavirus, with staff largely working from home, our offices at 5-7 Church Street
being closed and the activities funded by the Council such as the Big Lunch and Apple Day
curtailed or cancelled. All of this has meant that our expenditure during the year has been
reduced, our reserves slightly increased and the need to raise additional funding via the precept
removed.

During the current year, we had hoped to begin work on the improvements to 5-7 Church Street
which is owned by the Town Council and houses the library service provided by Milton Keynes
Council. A specification for the project focussing on the creation of a new porch and entrance,
the removal of the central staircase and its reinstatement to the side and the creation of new
library space for both children and adults has been drawn up and put out to tender.
Unfortunately, on both occasions, the tenders received were higher than the budget that we had
agreed for the project. At its meeting in January, the Council agreed unanimously to go to tender
for a third time with a specified budget figure published. In the event of an appropriate tender
being received, it is likely that work will commence in late April with a view to completion in
the autumn. The project is being undertaken jointly with Milton Keynes Library Service which
has agreed to allocate funds towards the refurbishment.

Next year will also see a new contractor undertaking the landscape work of the Council which I
funded through a grant from MKC. The Council published a revised specification for the
landscape contract which runs from 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2023. The current provider was
not successful in retaining the contract and a new provider will take over on 1 April. Comments
on their work – both favourable and critical – can be submitted to the Town Council via the e-
mail address: landscape@stonystratford.gov.uk

During the current year, the Council has also replaced and upgraded the public toilets provided
on Silver Street and managed by Healthmatic. The Council confirmed that the provision of
public conveniences was important, especially for key workers during the initial lockdown when
alternative provision through cafes or restaurants was not available. The new facility was opened
in December 2020.

Another important part of the Council’s funds is allocated to the provision of grants to local
organisations. During 2020/21, the Council awarded grants to the residents’ association of
Fullers Slade and Galley Hill to provide much needed assistance to communities in need. The
Council also made grants to StonyRadio to help the station establish itself as a key part of the
local community’s information network, MKYMCA to furnish a room AgeUK for emergency
support services and Stony Stratford Town Football Club to repair their container roof.

https://www.stonystratford.gov.uk/upload/managerFile/Full%20Council/Agenda%20and%20Papers%20Full%20Council%20v2%20signed%20FC0121.pdf
mailto:landscape@stonystratford.gov.uk


Elections to the Council were due to be held in May 2020 but these were postponed. These are
now due to be held in May 2021. I would urge anyone interested in being a candidate to contact
the Clerk, Lynne Compton, to have a chat about the role. Town councils are the first tier of local
government and act as a voice for the communities that they represent. They do not tend to be
dominated by party politics. Rather, they function by consensus, bringing communities together
to solve a problem and to improve the lives of residents.

I am grateful to my fellow councillors for taking their responsibilities seriously over the last
difficult year. Meetings held remotely are not the most satisfying. However, I think that we have
managed to discuss matters on the agenda and take appropriate decisions rationally and
constructively. I am also grateful to the five staff of the Council: Lynne Compton (Town Clerk),
Karen Hiser (Deputy Town Clerk), Melanie Hyde (Information Officer), Ummara Qureshi
(Environment and Planning Officer), and Alan Box (Caretaker) for their work to ensure that the
Council achieves its aims. Working remotely has not been easy and I hope they have survived
the challenges!

If you have any questions about the work of the Council, please do not hesitate to contact me
through my e-mail address: rob.gifford@stonystratford.gov.uk

Best wishes

Robert Gifford
Chair
Stony Stratford Town Council

mailto:rob.gifford@stonystratford.gov.uk
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DRAFT
STONY STRATFORD ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

10 March 2020
Held at 7.30pm at St Mary & St Giles Parish Hall, Church Street, Stony Stratford

All parishes hold an annual meeting for electors. This was the nineteenth in Stony Stratford, which became a
parish in June 2001.

Rob Gifford, Chair of Stony Stratford Town Council, introduced himself and welcomed everyone to the meeting
and thanked them for coming.

1. The Annual Community Award 2019

Rob Gifford advised that the Annual Community Award is given to the person who has made a lasting
contribution and difference to the town, and that this year it would be awarded to Les Grant.

Rob said that Les exhibited a classic case of someone that has seen a problem and has just got on and dealt
with it. Les has taken it upon himself to do a daily litter pick in the area, which has been quite an undertaking.
He places bin bags at bus stops and empties them, and he does this all by bus and on foot. Les has made a
strong contribution to this community.

As Les did not want to come tonight, Jill Dyer from FSRA (Fullers Slade Residents Association) was delighted to
accept the Award on his behalf.

2. Apologies of Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Paul Bartlett, Cliff Brett, Simon Cherrill and Peter Scrimshaw.

3. Minutes of the eighteenth Annual Town Meeting, 24th April 2019

Rob Gifford asked the general public present if they accepted the minutes from the last Annual Town Meeting
as a correct record and this was proposed by Keith Tilley. The minutes were signed.

Keith Tilley raised a matter from the minutes: he wanted to update everyone on the gravel area car park at
Mortimer Park. He said that this was a work in progress, but that it is currently coming to an end - the Town
Council are waiting for this to be finalised by Milton Keynes Council.

4. Annual Report of the Chair of the Town Council

Rob Gifford stated that setting a precept was the most difficult thing that any local council has to do. You have
to get the balance between the money you need for what you want to do and how much the precept payers
are happy to pay. There is always a long debate in the Town Council meeting about this. Whenever the precept
is raised the Council has sought to ensure that any increase reflected additional activity undertaken.. This year

this will be the work on the interior of the Library.

Rob Gifford asked if there were any questions on the Chair’s Annual Report.

Q (Maya Dunn): I have noted that the toilets cost £18,000 per annum – how many people use them?

A (Keith Tilley): It is still being well used. It might look expensive, but it is good for the older generation/utility
workers etc. It is a service we provide, but we are never going to make any money on it. However, year on
year the figures are up.

Comment (Lynne Compton): We are just about to go out to tender and convert the toilets to semi-automated,
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which will vastly improve them.

Comment (Rob Gifford): We also need them for our annual events such as Stony Open Gardens, the vintage
car festival etc.

Comment (Liz Gifford): There are lots of cafes etc. that only let you use their toilets if you are a customer. We
need the toilets to be welcoming to people attending local events.

Comment (Rob Gifford): The government made a commitment that toilets would not be subject to national
non-domestic rates, but they still are. An element of the cost is national non-domestic rate.

Comment (Robin Roy): There was a campaign for pubs/cafes etc. to make toilets available to the public, but I
haven’t really seen any signs of this. The Plough and The Fox and Hounds said they were going to sign up.

Q (Alan Nall): I see on the report you have ‘Highways Initiative – Foamstream’ – what is that?

A (Rob Gifford): This is a proposal to borrow Milton Keynes Council’s equipment or to buy our own.

A (Lynne Compton): We rent the machine from Wolverton and Greenleys Town Council, and we just need an
operative to

operate it. It gets rid of weeds, cleans street signs and so forth.

Comment (Rob Gifford): We are looking for places where there is a real problem where we can use the
machine.

Comment (Keith Tilley): It was suggested that all the councillors need to walk their wards to see where we
need to use it.

Comment (Stuart Earl): We do the litter picking on Fullers Slade, and we have found over 500 laughing gas
cannisters. We have spoken to the police and it seems to be a big thing now. I think we need to be aware of it,
but there doesn’t seem to be a solution to the problem.

Comment (Rob Gifford): The laughing gas issue needs to be fed back to Thames Valley Police as a problem.

Comment (Bianca Bendig-Ceesay): Thames Valley Police said that it is not illegal to buy them, so it is more of a
litter problem.

Comment (Barrie Wilde): The trouble is that people are selling them to under 18s.

5. Presentation from Jennifer Marklew, Stony Stratford MKC Member and Cabinet Member with
responsibility for Climate Action and Sustainability

Rob Gifford welcomed Jennifer Marklew, the guest speaker on Climate Change. Jennifer advised that she
would talk about a) what the council were doing; and b) about climate challenges on a more local level.

Jennifer presented some key information as follows:
- Since a climate emergency was announced last January, Milton Keynes Council have committed to becoming
carbon neutral by 2030.
- MKC are working on trying to understand carbon usage across the city and our carbon impact.
- Milton Keynes Council accounts for only 2% of carbon emissions – the rest is from residents and businesses.
- MKC have been engaging with experts in this field and have been looking at what projects they need to
undertake to get to carbon neutrality.
- There is a lot of biodiversity work going on – working with The Parks Trust and parish councils. MKC are
putting nature at the heart of what they are doing.
- There is a city-wide recycling action plan and Milton Keynes has massively increased our rates of recycling.
- An eco-warrior scheme has been launched for schools to take part in to encourage children to recycle.
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- MKC have very little impact on buses as these services are run by Arriva etc. The bus services are not up to
scratch, but as they are a private enterprise MKC don’t have a way of dealing with this.
- MKC are looking at improving the redways, encouraging people to get on their bikes.
- Planning is a great place for the council to have an impact on carbon. If they can make all new houses that are
built carbon negative, then they can offset some of the carbon produced from existing homes.
- A Task and Finish Group has been set up at Milton Keynes Council as a way of bringing in experts to talk to
the council about what they can do. The group has brought recommendations to MKC about what they should
do to become carbon neutral. These ideas will be worked into a strategic action plan.
- MKC are hoping to set up a citizen’s assembly to have an opportunity to respond to and to be heard from
people who really understand the challenges.
- The Council understand that for many people day to day life is enough of a struggle without having to think
about energy bills, walking instead of driving etc.

Jennifer advised that her focus has been very strategic, as it is really challenging to get anything done. She is
aware that Milton Keynes Council have been very poor in engaging with people, but now they are really
thinking about what they need to do.

Jennifer stated that she was extremely proud of Stony Stratford for the efforts that they have been making
such as the green bus shelter roofs that Stony Stratford In Bloom have created and the solar panels the Town
Council are putting on the Library building. However, she said that she is aware that we need to be doing more
but is not sure how we achieve that without putting too much pressure on people.

The floor was then opened for questions.

The issues that were raised, and the suggestions and ideas given on Climate Change were as follows:

Actions
- What are the next steps as a Town Council and at a community level?

Environment
- MKC are giving out mixed messages such as cutting down trees in the city centre.
- SSIB like to work with children in the local area to encourage them to grow things and learn about the

environment. They are also planting trees with them.
- There has been tree planting along the edges of Fairfield, but it looks like ‘token’ planting.

Resources
- People need access to litter picking equipment and bags.
- Residents need to be able to get recycling bags, as older residents are not on-line and cannot request

them via the website.
Energy

- Need to look at natural sources of energy renewal – such as considering wind turbines in urban areas.
- Ask MKC to do an audit of all buildings they currently own to look at what the leakage of carbon is i.e.

the Small Meeting Place in Galley Hill could have a green roof put on it.
- Negative behaviour – people leaving car engines running all the time for long periods – some places

have ‘stop idling engines’ signs, which is something to consider.
- MKC needs to support residents in getting their boilers up to scratch.
- Need to move away from gas as it is not sustainable. We are moving towards distributed systems,

which is particularly important in Stony as there are a lot of older buildings. The Council needs to look
at district schemes.

Transport
- Need more local electric car charging points.
- The redways run out at Stony - need to get cycle ways into the town.
- Need more cycle racks/scooter racks in the town.
- Need better bus routes – it was suggested the 301 could be diverted through Galley Hill and Fullers

Slade so the number of buses serving these areas could be increased.
- No space has been allocated for redways in the new estates that are being built.
- There are areas of Stony that it is dangerous to cycle in.
- The signage is bad on the redways and it is easy to get lost.
- Commuting is an issue as it’s grid-locked from Northampton to Milton Keynes.
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- It is difficult to walk/cycle along the A508 as the footpath is overgrown.
- Possibility of a park and ride system for the city – we don’t have a good understanding of where

people are coming from to work in the city.
- Clarity is needed on whether mobility scooters can be used on the redways.

Housing
- It was questioned as to why MKC are knocking down 50-year-old houses in Fullers Slade.
- The issue with low carbon housing is that the energy that has gone into building it is very significant in

the first place and might not be offset for quite some time – making buildings carbon neutral is
essential.

Business
- The area has a lot of charity shops which is good for recycling goods.
- The refill shop in Stony is a great idea.
- Need a decent supermarket in Stony so that people can walk to do their shopping, rather than driving

to a supermarket.
- Is there a council policy for restricting waste from takeaways?

Rob Gifford mentioned that the Town Council Projects Committee have been looking at the issue of Climate
Change already. The challenge for them is to set up a small group of interested residents that would help the
Town Council and Jennifer in what she needs to do with Milton Keynes Council.

Rob thanked Jenny for her presentation.

6. Any Other Business

Rob Gifford reminded all present that there would be Town Council elections in May. If anyone is interested in
being a councillor, they should come and talk to Lynne Compton. Rob advised that he will not be standing
again.

Rob Gifford thanked those present for attending. There was no other business and the meeting closed at 21.05
hours.

Melanie Hyde, Information Officer, Stony Stratford Town Council.


